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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT -2

to Associations and clubs on the Continent
interested in bringing supporters groups to
the Championships. Further supplies of the
promotional information are being widely
circulated by the Regional Development
Officers, Sports Council, Birmingham City
Council etc, etc.

Tournament Director, Clive Oakman,
is establishing a full time office at the
N.I.A. in Birmingham from the beginning
of September and the organisation of the
Championships is coming together
well.

The European League programme
commences on 7th September with a home
fixture in the Men's Super Division against
Poland in North West Leicestershire. Our
Men's team have a real chance to reach the
semi final play offs in the European League
this season. The Polish team, which is likely
to be led by Andrzej Grubba, will provide
strong competition and a very good match
is in prospect. One worry is the injury to
Carl Prean. The wrist problem that ham-
pered Carl's performance in Gothenburg
required an operation plus a rest period and
it is likely that he will miss the start of the
new season. We all wish Carl a speedy
recovery and hope that he regains his form
quickly.

Our Women's team have a very tough
task in the Super Division of the European
League this year. The division has been

reduced from 12 to 10 teams and three
teams are to be relegated as the number is
reduced to only eight teams (one will be
promoted). Our first match is at home on
21st September against Sweden at the
Edison Club, London.

The first TV event of the season is a
challenge match between England and
Belgium, in Rothwell, near Leeds sup-
ported by Leeds City Council. This is to be
played on 1st October and broadcast by
BBC Grandstand the following day. The
Belgium team will include Jean Michel
Saive, the Men's Singles finalist at both the
European Championships in Stuttgart and
the World Championships in Gothenburg,
and again a very good TV spectacular is in
prospect. The Association's Development
programme has received a further boost
with the substantial three year sponsorship
from the Woolwich Building Society
obtained by Chief Executive, Elaine Shaw.
This will include sponsorship of the new
Junior British League, a competition which
is being organised for the first time this
season running along the same lines as the
highly successful Women's British League
and the Veterans British League. The main
benefit of the Woolwich sponsorship will be
at local league level where the support will
encourage local leagues to establish junior
division and thereby attract new young
players into club and league membership.

Two further Development Officers have
been appointed during the Summer - Martin
Ireland for the North West and Stephen Joel
for the Southern Region, bringing the
number of Development Officers in post to
eight. Interviews for both the Northern and
Eastern Regions are likely before the end of
the year. The Foundation for Sports and the
Arts continues to give substantial grants to
a wide range of table tennis applicants. In
July alone 16 grants for a total of £51,250
were approved ranging from £250 to
purchase equipment for the Sharnbrook
Club in Bedford to £18,500 to upgrade the
lifracombe clubs headquarters.

Another section of the Focus Sport
programme that is beginning to gain
momentum is the National Coaching
Scheme. More coaching courses at all levels
are now being organised and the number of
members who are qualifying as coaches is
back on the increase. A major coaching
course supported by the British Olympic
Association and the Olympic Solidarity
Fund is being organised around the Euro-
pean Championships in Birmingham. This is
an excellent opportunity for coaches to
enhance their knowledge of the technical
aspect of the sport and, in turn, to pass on
the techniques to their pupils.

All in all, we are embarking on a very
busy year. With the help and co-operation
of all concerned, we can make it a very
successful one,

0O Present:

produliions

le The 42nd World Table Tennis Championships

From GOTHENBURG, SWEDEN
MORE COMPLETE GAMES AND MATCHES THAN EVER .....

Tape A - 120 minutes ...

Team Competition, Quarter - Finals through Finals

From your courtside seat you'll see the defending World Champion Swedes fight their way into the finals againsta determined Chinese team. The team finalis the most competitive and exciting
in recent memory. Walkdner, Persson and the new powerhouse, Karlsson, have all they can do to stave off Ma Wenge, Wang Tao and Wang Hao. Wang Hao shows why he is becoming the
"Worlds Best Defender” as he engages Karlsson and Waldner in classic fight-for-every-point matches.

Tape B - 120 minutes Individual Men's Competition, including three Quarter-Finals Women's Singles and Men's Doubles
Competition
Upsets abound ...

and new faces emerge. Women's number one and two, China's Deng and Qiao, lose early ... France's Chila embarrasses Persson ... Belarus's's 16 year old Samsonov

surprises Karlsson, Canada's Huang beats Fetzner in one of the tournament's best matches, and Belgium's Podpinka (Klampar's transplanted nephew) uses a swing from-the-heels style to
upset Wang Tao and then scare Gatien in the quarters in down-to-the-wire matches. J.M. Saive beat Ma Wenge at his own game in another quarter-final thriller.

Tape C - 120 minutes Individual Competition - Balance of Men's Quarter-Finals Men's and Women's Semi-Finals and Finals
You'll be awed by the new level of power spinning as four Europeans advance to the semi-finals. Waldner's consummate touch prevails over Kim Taek Soo in the quarters, but in the semis
he falis to Saive's inspired kill-every-ball tactic. Gatien is too muchfor Pimorac in the semis in a battle of power-loopkills. Badescu becomes the first European woman to reach the semi-finals
in 30 years, and her match with Hyun Jung Hwa is one of the best ever in that event. The Men's final between Saive and Gatien is a slugfest between the two masters of that game.

| g“: SPECIALONLY £80.00 for Set of Three a
| ™ Q Team Competition Tape A £30 O  Individual Competition Tape B £30 Q
I Tape C £30 Q

| POSTAGE AND PACKING INCLUDED IN PRICE WITHIN UK. ADD £2.50 PER DELIVERY IN OTHER COUNTRIES
| PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO REFLEXT SPORT EURO DISTRIBUTORS, 15 MUIRFIELD CLOSE, FULWOOD, PRESTON, LANCS
| PR2 TEA, ALLOW 3 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. Tel: 0772 856022 Fax: 0772 715216

|
|
Tape B & C £50 Q :
|
I






















































DEVELOPMENT

ETTA Services 1o members

SPORTS AID FOUNDATION

Grants for talented and
potentially outstanding
sportsmen and women to
assist with their training and
development costs. Regional
and National schemes.

The Sports Aid Founda-
tion (South/West) Tel: 071-
387 9380 - HQ.

Foundation
for sport
and the arts

A welcome additional resource
giving priority to capital
projects for sports which are
characterised by athletic
endeavour and skill.

Foundation for Sport
and the Arts, P.O. Box 20,
Liverpool L9 6EA Tel: 051-
524 0235/6.

SPORTS
COUNCIL

The Sports Council's regional
offices are pleased to advise on
current Sports Council grant
and loan criteria. The re-
sources are directed at se-
lected regional sporting
priorities of a captial or
revenue nature.

SPORTS

MATCH

A new scheme to attract
commercial sponsorship to
grass roots sport with grants
matched on a £ for £ basis
(minimum £1,000).

The Institute of Sports
Sponsoring, Francis House,
Francis Street, London SW1P
1DE Tel: 071-828 8771.

You ask, we help
You are welcomel

THE MONEY MAZE

In spite of the recession and all the pressures of local authority
expenditure, there are a number of grant aid options available to
Table Tennis. You or your club/league could benefit.

YOU ASK, WE HELP

Contact the appropriate development officer in your region (in
regions without a development officer, contact the ETTA and ask
to speak to Doreen Nightingale) for help on how to apply and
what to do next.

PS. The ETTA are very keen to see you succeed, and will provide
a letter of endorsement to accompany your grant aid application.
This will assist your cause significantly.

ENGLISH TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION

Via the "Focus Sport" programme there are a number of initia-
tives the ETTA are directly grant aiding e.g. equipment grant,
School-Club Link, Coach education.

However the biggest area the ETTA can help with is advice,
encouragement and knowledge.

NATIONAL LOTTERY

In the pipeline with money for sport from 1994 to be adminis-
tered by the Sports Council.
Likely to be capitol grants (i.e. buildings).

ENGLISH TABLE
TENNIS ASSOCIATION
FULL-TIME REGIONAL

DEVELOPMENT

OFFICERS (RDOs)

West Midlands Region
(Herefordshire, Shropshire,
Staffordshire, Warwickshire,
Worcestershire)

Miss Sandra Roden - Birmingham
Sports Centre, 201 Balsall High
Road, Highgate, Birmingham
B12 9DL

Tel: 021-446 4659

Fax: 021-440 2408

South West Region

(Avon, Cornwall, Devonshire,
Dorset, Gloucestershire, Somerset,
Wiltshire)

Miss Melonie Carey - Bristol City
Council Leisure Services, Colston
House, Bristol, Avon BS1 5QA.
Tel: 0272 223781

Fax: 0272 223858

East Midlands Region
(Derbyshire, Lincolnshire, Leices-
tershire, Northamptonshire,
Nottinghamshire)

Mr. Harold Taylor - SAF Office,
Loughborough University,
Loughborough, Leic LE11 3TU.
Tel: 0509 264869

Fax: 0509 264869

South East Region

(Kent, Surrey, Sussex)

Miss Claire Hunter - Kent Sports
Development Unit, 123 High
Street, West Malling, Kent ME19
6ND.

Tel: 0732 872566

Fax: 0732 871043

North West Region
(Lancashire, Cheshire)
Martin Ireland - Contact ETTA.

Greater London Region

(33 London Boroughs)

Colin Wilson - Community
Recreation, London Borough
Hammersmith and Fulham, 181
King Street, London W6.

Tel: 081-748 3020 x 2523

Fax: 081-741 3869

Yorkshire/Humberside Region
(Yorkshire, part Lincolnshire)

Mr. Ray Burch - Carnegie National
Sports Dev. Centre, Leeds
Metropolitan University, Beckett
Park, Leeds LS6 3QS.

Tel: 0532 832600 x 3574

Fax: 0532 833170

Southern Region
(Hampshire, Oxfordshire, Bucking-
hamshire, Berkshire)

Stephen Joel - Contact ETTA.
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NEWS EXTRA

Melbourne the
‘sports capital

MELBOURNE, the acknow!-
edged sports capital of the
Southern Hemisphere, will add
to its proud record by hosting
the seventh World Veterans
Table Tennis Championships
in 1994. Writes Ron Carlton

All the previous Veterans Champi-
onships have been held in the
Northern Hemisphere, originating
in Gothenburg, Sweden, in 1982.
The previous Championships were
held in Dublin, Ireland, in 1992.

The Championships in Ireland
attracted 1200 competitors from
around the world. At each venue
since the inception of the World
Veterans Championships, the
number of competitors has
increased and Melbourne, which
staged the 1956 "friendly" Olympic
Games, anticipates at least 1600
players.

Melbourne made its bid for the
1994 Championships in Stuttgart,
Germany, in 1992 following the
vision and drive of the Australian
Table Tennis Association's
National Executive Director, Rod
Landroth, and Brendon Downey of
the Victorian Government's Sport
and Recreation Department, with
major assistance from Kevin
Langridge.

Their determination convinced
local table tennis organisations
and the State Government that
Melbourne was the ideal venue for
the first World Veterans Champi-
onships south of the Equator. A
bid document and video was
prepared and professional
management team established to
present Melbourne's credentials.

The Stuttgart bid was, of
course, successful and in Dublin
an enthusiastic team from
Australia was.hard at work
publicising the 1994 Melbourne
championships.

Since then, planning has
progressed at a rapid pace.

Immediately, the most
important decision was the choice
of venue. Clearly, a stadium that
could cater for many matches
staged simultaneously indoors
required a special venue, indeed.

Melbourne had the perfect
place the grand and historic
Exhibition Buildings on the

northern fringe of the Central
Business District. Built for the
1880 Melbourne International
Exhibition, it became the home of
Australia's first Federal Parliament
in 1901. It was also a venue for
Melbourne's highly successful
Olympic Games.

Now restored to its original
splendour and also developed as a
convention centre, the wooden
flooring of the Exhibition Buildings
is an ideal surface for the Champi-
onships. ‘

Table tennis in Australia is
virtually as old as the Exhibition
Buildings, the first major Champi-
onships being held in Australia in
1898.

The World Veterans Champi-
onship Committee, appointed by
the Australian Table Tennis
Association, already has plans in
place to make the Melbourne
event the most successful so far.

A central office was estab-
lished and a General Manager,
Ron Carlton, appointed last
December. The office is based in
the world's largest, permanent
table tennis centre at Albert Park,
an inner suburb of Melbourne.

One of the main tasks con-
fronting the Committee is to find
sponsors for the Championships.
So far, Australia's international
airline, Qantas, has kindly donated
a considerable amount of air
travel, which has enabled
committee members to publicise
the event overseas.

Many more trips are planned
over the next 12 months, particu-
larly to South East Asia. Because
of its proximity of table tennis, it
is felt that excellent publicity
opportunities exist in this region.

Qantas also will play a large
role in flying competitors and
visitors to the Championships to
and from Australia. Package deals
and special accommodation rates
have been negotiated through
Receptive Oceana, a travel
company experienced in dealing
with large events.

By year's end, Melbourne will
be poised to stage the first World
Table Tennis Championships in
the Southern hemisphere. April
1994 at the Garden City's Exhibi-
tion Buildings promises to be the
most exciting place on Earth for
table tennis players of all ages.

United Kingdom
and Ireland
Corporate
Games

THE table tennis event of the UK
and Ireland Corporate Games held
at the Milton Keynes Table Tennis
centre on June 18th-19th provided
a benefit for local players. Writes
Ken Muhr.

The established star beat the
young pretender when John
Burleton, representing Horizon
Radio, overcame lan Musk (Milton
Keynes Table Tennis Centre) in a
scintillating final of the open mens
singles. But it was a very close
call.

England schoolboy interna-
tional Musk, a day short of 18, had
been on excellent form, recently
reaching the final of both the
National Under 18 and the English
Schools Under 19 boys singles
competitions. He was also the
Milton Kynes mens singles
champion. His adversary (and
former coacht), Burleton, once
Fngland mens ranked No.15 but
now an English Table Tennis
Association Regional Staff Coach,
happened to be the most success-
ful local league player and current
‘Top 8' competition champion.
There is intense rivalry between
the two players. With fierce
counter-hitting, Musk trounced
Burleton in the first game and
held him to deuce in the second.
But, two points from defeat,
Burleton showed his metal and
competitive spirit to come off best
from some pulverising rallies, and
was in complete authority in the
deciding game, the final score
being 13-21, 22-20, 21-9.

In an earlier clash, this time
the final of the 2-a-side team
competition between Horizon
Radio and Milton Keynes Table
Tennis Centre, Burleton had
already beaten Musk 21-14, 18-21,
21-8. But he and former top
Australian ranked player Steve
Cowley lost the doubles in
straight games to Musk and
Stephen Baggaley. And full-time
coach Baggaley clinched the
match and title for MK Table
Tennis Centre with a tense 21-15,
8-21, 21-15 victory over Cowley.
Local Barclays Bank players Brian
Risby and Jon Wright came third
in the competition, while deaf and
dumb players Stanfield Graeme
and Hegedus Bela (who seriously
worried John Burleton) from
Mercury Communications came
fourth.

Northants county veteran

Margaret Maltby {Nationwide
Building Society) - looking not a
day over 30! - won a strongly
contested womens singles (40-49
years) group with Bucks veteran
Jackie Thomas (Everitt and Jones)
runner-up and Wiltshire's
Margaret Willson (Sedgwich
Taylor) third. Linda Cardiffe took
the womens singles under 30s
title against AIB Bank colleague
Melanie Redmond, and Margaret
Paritte (Tate and Lyle) won the
womens singles 30-39 over Joyce
Griffiths (Metal Bulleton).

Two further titles went to
Milton Keynes' players, with Jon
Wright {Barclays Bank) winning
the under thirties mens singles
against Dino Ciorra (Nationwide
Building Society) and Steve
Cowley (Horizon Radio) defeating
Brian Risby (Barclays) in the mens
singles 30-39. Local taxman Dave
Wackiill lost in the final of the
singles for men aged 40-49 to the
highly rated Don McGilvray
(Kleinwort Benson).

Michael Barrett came out on
top of Barclays Bank team-mate
Paul Morris for the mens 50-59
singles, and together they went
down to the Nationwide BS over
40s, two-a-side partnership of
Margaret Maltby and Michael
Pond. Clifford Carr (Spirit of
Sercuricor) took the mens over 60s
singles trophy unchallenged!

The prizes were presented by
former England ladies interna-
tional Jacky Bellinger, currently
non-playing captain for the
England cadet team.

Thanks go to competition
director John Jermyn and referee
Gerald Hammond, Di Jermyn on
the referee's table, all the umpires,
and the many helpers from the
Table Tennis Centre and the
Milton Keynes League - and the
players! - for their contribution in
making the table tennis a success.
Although overall a happy, friendly
atmosphere was created, the
umbrella organisation of the
Corporate Games left something
to be desired.

T.T. VIDEOS SYD FRYER
8 Cleveland Road, Hale,
Altrincham,Cheshire WA158AY

Tel: 061-980 8110
GOTHENBURG 93 - TAPE NO.1
- Coaching Tape: Featuring all
leading players (except Swedes),
commentary and analysis by
Donald Parker. TAPENO.2 - Swed-
ish Mens Team Matches v Frances,
N. Korea (Group & Semi), Ger-
many, Belgium & China (Final).
Last game from each set played a
presentation ceremony. Camera:
Syd Fryer,commentary and analy-
sis Donald Parker. Priced £15.00
eachinc p&p, fullthree hour tapes.
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The Sunday dates for the Inter-
League Competition are: Cadets 31st
October 1993; Juniors 26th September
1993 and 6th March 1994; Seniors 14th
November 1993 and 24th April 1994;
and Veterans 24th October 1993, 9th
January 1994 and 10th April 1994.

Hertfordshire Junior Closed will be
on Sunday 12th December 1993, whilst
the Senior Closed will be on Saturday
and Sunday 22nd and 23:rd January
1994,

I would like to take this opportunity
of wishing all Hertfordshire players an
enjoyable as well as successful season.

ISLE OF WIGHT
John Prean

The highlights of the summer were
produced by the Inter Island Games, a
mini-Olympics for small islands from all
over the world. Twenty nine such
islands entered, but only nine in the
table tennis event. These were the
hosts, the Isle of Wight, Jersey, Isle of
Man, Prince Edward Island (Canada),
Saaremaa (Estonia), Greenland,
Shetlands, Faroes and Gotland
(Sweden) who carried all before them,
as they had on the previous four
occasions the Games had been staged.
But this time not quite, as our Regina
Stevens won the ladies' singles and she
and Amanda won the bronze in the
ladies' doubles. The Swedes finished
first, second and third in the mens,
second and third in the womens and
won the three doubles events as well
as the team event. The latter was
played by mixed teams in the old
European League format which I did
not find entirely enthralling, still less
that we finished sixth out of nine,
though Roger Hookey played well,
losing only three games. Regina was
also unbeaten in this, but no trees were
uprooted in our doubles play or second
singles.

There was some controversy as to
whether Carl Prean should be selected
in which I did not join. It proved an
academic problem in the end, as he
had his hand in plaster after an
operation on his wrist. We wish him a
speedy and complete recovery. He
would undoubtedly have played if
invited and fit. I cannot comment on
the matter, but to leave out ones
banker and a player born on the Island
does not seem to me good sense unless
one sees losing a way of life and
popularity.

Anyway, we had a few entertaining
days. The standard of play was
remarkably high and it was a geogra-
phy lesson as well as one learned of
new places. The standard of umpiring
was even higher, as some of our top
people were invited. We are very
grateful for their contribution.

Next time, in Gibraltar (1995) I hope
to see rather more imaginative
scheduling and a greater effort to
attract spectators. I understand that
this time TV coverage by Meridian and
Channel TV was quite good, but
naturally the cameras followed the
medals of home players and we did not
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win enough of these, to some extend a
self-inflicted state of affairs.

Lorna Dutch could not play as she
appeared for England schoolgirls after a
500 mile trip to Perth. She did not lose
any team matches, but lost in the U14
Individual to the eventual winner,
snatching defeat from the jaws of
victory which seemed certain when
leading by several points in the third.
She did win a 2 Star Cadet event at
Grove, which advanced her another
place in the rankings after gaining the
princely total of six ranking points. I
understand the system is about to
undergo drastic change and that three
points will be awarded just for turning
up regardless of whether any of the first
matches are won. A very strange state
of affairs. One had read earlier that the
previous system was a way of "buying"
pointst

Whatever the wisdom of this, it will
hardly favour our players who begin
their journeys with a £40 ferry crossing
or others in far-flung fringe areas which
need help most. One can only express
further disappointment and concern.

Congratulations to Greg Burns and
Lorna (again) who headed the
Hampshire Inter-Town Junior
Averages, both unbeaten.

KENT

Adrian Hall

Triple Gold for
Thompson for England

Schools

Medways Christian Thompson was a
triple gold medal winner at the
International Schools Tournament held
in Scotland on the 5/6th June 1993.

Thompson selected for the first time
to represent England Schools at U14
level, had a most successful introduc-
tion to international table tennis. First
Thompson helped England to a gold
medal in the team event winning
seven out of his eight singles and being
unbeaten in the final against Scotland.
Then with doubles partner Terry Young
the England pair reached the final
without dropping a leg and in the final
beat the Irish pair McGreevy and Lynch
19-21, 21-19, 21-15. Thompson
completed a hat-trick of gold medals
when in the consolation singles he beat
S. Wilson (Scotland) in the final 21-12,
19-21, 21-9.

Sporting Excellence

Three Kent Schools Champions
Christian Thompson (Howard School,
Rainham), Scott Friday (Thames View
Junior School, Gillingham) and Crystal
Hall (Maidstone Grammar School for
Girls) were presented with certificates
to acknowledge the excellence of their
performances in their chosen sport of
table tennis at the Kent Schools Sports
Council presentation of Sporting
Excellence at Rochester on Sunday
11th June 1993. The presentations were
made by Olympic 800 metre athlete and
former Kent Schools Champion Steve
Heard.

Kent Metropolitan

Schools Table Tennis
Robert Waller U19 and Christopher Hall
U16 from the Bromley League were the
Schools Champions from the Metropoli-
tan area, and went through to the
National Funds. James Morris was the
U16 runner up.

Tunbridge Wells Closed

Open Singles: Andrew Houghton beat
Roger Pingram 11, 17. Open Doubles:
Houghton/Michael Cripps beat
Pingram/Ron Terry 15, -11, 18.
Veterans Singles: Pingram beat John
Davidson 13, 15. U14 Singles: Angie
Bristow beat Ashley Steers 13, 13. U17
Singles: Jason Cheeseman beat Ben
McCarthy 18, 19.

End of Season Rankings

MEN

1 Andy Cunningham
2 Justin Goodall
3 Joe Kennedy
4 Paul Rainford
5 Phil Cox

6 Mark Brown
7 Spencer Thompson
8 Chris Knight

9 Phil Saxby

10 Ian Girdler

WOMEN

1 Juliet Houghton

2 Lesley Hollingsworth
3 Helen Garlick

4  Kim Mudge

5 Jackie Mersh

6 Kristina Brocklebank
7 Carolyn Brown

8 Carly Riggs

9 Tina Clements

10 Julie Thorn

VETERAN MEN
1 Henry Buist

2 Dave Emery

3 Paul Beck

4 Dave Kellard

5 Tom Adams

6 Keith Clark

7 Gordon Harris

8 Mick Pearson

9 Graham French
10 George McGlone

JUNIOR BOYS

1 Craig Hastie*

2 Glen Ritchie

3 Christopher Hall

4  Peter Barrow™

6 Jason Cheeseman*
6 Ben McCarthy

7 Christian Thompson
8 Scott Dawtry

9 Paul Smith

10 Alastair McTavish

JUNIOR GIRLS
1 Joanne Barham

2 Natasha Barham*
3 Heidi Steers*

4 Crystal Hall

5 Rachel Woollven
6 Alison Smith

7 Angie Bristow

8 Charlotte Eke

9 Cally Howes

10 Jade Stutely

CADET BOYS

Christian Thompson
2 Alastair McTavish*
3 Scott Friday
4 Antony Lickfold
5 Jon Cheng
6 Ashley Steers*
7 Adam Beasley*
8 Stephen New
9 Tim Chalk*
10 Arron Campbell

CADET GIRLS
1 Rachel Woollven*
2 Alison Smith*

3 Angie Bristow*

4 Charlotte Eke*

5 Cally Howes

6 Jade Stutely*

7 Laura Pethers*

8 Lisa Holloway

9 Kelly Grant

10 Kelly Hanys

* To old for the coming season

New President for

County Association
After many years of service to the
County Association Cyril Burden has
decided due to declining health to step
down as President of the County. Cyril
has been a calming influence in recent
years and his tact and diplomacy will
be sadly missed. He is in his own
words making way for a younger man
that will be able to play a more active
part in the development of table tennis
in Kent. His place as President has
been filled by Fred Coleman, Chairman
of the Ashford League and a former
County Treasurer.

‘As expected Reg Thompson was
re-elected as Chairman to carry on the
excellent work that has made Kent the
envy of most other counties.

LANCASHIRE
Part 2

The Preston League was once again the
guiding force behind the 1993
Lancashire Closed Championships held
at Clayton Green Sports Centre and
sponsored by the ROYAL MAIL . A
strong entry saw Andrew Eden beat
Jonathon Tayler in a close fought three
setter. Maria Thornley retained her
championship in a straight sets victory
over Denise Conroy. The junior boys
winner was Glynn Payne who
overcame the challenge of Greg Lee,
whilst Susan Stringfellow beat Kirsten
Williams for the junior girls trophy.
Veterans winner was Phillip Biggs who
defeated last year's winner Phillip
Blake. The mens doubles saw the
pairing of Andrew Eden and Graham
Clarke prove too strong for Jonathon
Taylor and Nigel Jobling and in the
ladies event Paula French and Denise
Conroy had no problem disposing of
the challenge of Julie Clegg and Karen
Gibson. Presentations to the winners
were made by Mr. Tony Holt area
distribution manager Royal Mail
Preston.

The Blackpool 2 Star Open
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Championships attracted a very high
entry in the mens event but the
womens event suffered due to the
absence of many ladies at the Womens
British League weekend. Des Douglas
retained the mens title while Andrea
Holt went one better than last year to
win the ladies event. The event once
again sponsored by the Marie Curie
Cancer Fund was organised by the
Blackpool League with Stuart Sherlock
as Referee.

LEICESTERSHIRE
Derek Butt

Not too much to report on at the
moment. But I must start with a little
moan. Last month the Leicester and
District Table Tennis League held its
presentation evening and a very
successful evening it turned out to be
with a good cabaret and quiz enjoyed
by all. But the thing that seems strange
to me is that a player and his team play
for a whole season throughout some
rough weather, to win a trophy of some
sort, yet fail to turn up on presentation
evening to collect their prizes. It's not
really fair on the organisers, to miss
such an event, after a lot of hard work
has gone into it to stage it. And
perhaps one of the worse things of all
that the trophy secretary has to obtain
them set them up on the night, only to
find out that a lot have to be packed up
and taken home again to be distributed
some other way. Perhaps players will
think about this for the future. -

Anyrate let's get back to action and
the Elbow Tankard is at the halfway
stage and teams are beginning to see
who the quarter finalist are likely to be.

Last years winners Good, Bad &
Ugly are in contention again this
summet. This season twenty teams
entered one of these has withdrawn,
but the rest are moving well.

The leading teams to date are as
follows - Group A Kingfishers and
United, Group B Park Keepers who
have a reputation of doing well in this
event and Gas 1, Group C leaders are
Ironmen, with the holders Good, Bad &
Ugly in second place, Group D leaders
are British Shoe with Knighton Park II
team in second spot.

These eight teams look likely
candidates for the quarter finals to be
held in early August. The final will be
played on the 2nd September.

In the next edition of Table Tennis
News I should be able to announce the
final two teams.

Hopefully the Intertowns Tourna-
ment will be held in early September,
after it was cancelled earlier in the year
due to heavy commitments by teams.
That's it for now.

MIDDLESEX

Lorna Taylor

John Souter and Sanja Kubelka were
the stars of the Middlesex Closed at
Willesden High School, Progress on the
16th/16th May by both producing

hat-tricks of wins.

John Souter sailed to the final of the
mens singles without dropping a game.
He beat Neil Charles in the semi finals
quite comfortably, where in the other
half Colin Wilson won in two straight
games, over David Goode. In the final
Colin Wilson had no answer to John
Soutert's all round play and finally
succumbed to him seven and 13. John
and Colin (Sooty and Wils) teamed up
to win the mens doubles in three
games against Neil Charles and Dipak
Topiwala.

The womens singles emerged two
fairly newcomers to Middlesex, these
being Sanja Kubelka and Mareja Glusic.
Sanja beat Mary Heffernan in the semi
finals who beat surprisingly, Sara
Williams deuce in the third, the round
before. In the other half Mateja
overcame Rachel Knight by the close
score of 14 and 24. In the final,
however, Sanja Kubelka became the
champion of the womens singles by her
tremendous attack combined with her
footwork by the score of 19 and 18.
Sanja joined forces with Sara Williams
in the womens doubles to win the
event 18 and 11 by defeating Rachel
Knight and Lesley Souter.

John Souter and Sanja Kubelka
made their hat-trick by combining their
superb talents to become the mixed
doubles winners by beating John Payne
and Joanna Jablon 16 and 18.

In the mixed class II singles, for
those people who do not play senior
county, John Payne came out on top
defeating David Goode 12 and 19.

The veterans mens singles final
brought out two young veterans
brushing aside Geoff Ailward and Tony
Taylor. These being that Chris Boothby
won the event by beating Walter
Mascarenhas 12 and 16. Its nice to see
some up and coming veterans like
these to reaching the final!

In the semi finals of the cadet boys
singles, Simon Jablon beat Barry
Auraam and Jason Sugrue beat Oliver
Wakelem. In the final the two boys
gripped the attention of every spectator
in the hall as they fought an evenly
matched dual of powerful topspins.

This proved a superb match to
watch as did their match when they
played earlier in the boys singles when
Jason came out winning. However this
time it was Simon's turn for glory as he
beat Jason 17, -22 and 21 in the third!
Unto only a few entrants in the cadet
gitls singles, Sophia Avraam became
the victor by proving to be the
strongest over Kara Lindsay. Simon and
Jason amalgamated their play in the
cadet boys doubles to defeat James and
QOliver Wakelem -19, 15 and 11.

In the under 12 boys singles many
young new stars were proving bright
hopes for Middlesex's future, including
David Pichon, eight and Luis
Dominguez, 10. However, it was the
two ten year olds, James and Oliver
Wakelem that proved their fine talent.
With James winning the hard fought
game over Qliver by the unfortunate
but nevertheless interesting score of -
10, 15 and 19.

We must thank Julian Jablon for the
continued support in sponsorship by

'Linda Farrow Sunglasses'. Also, thank
you to all those who helped run the
event, to which otherwise would not
have been able to go ahead. Finally, a
word of thanks to everyone who took
part and watched to make it an
enjoyable weekend throughout.
Congratulations must be given to
Reg Rockall's Club, Edison, who won
the title Club of the Year by the ETTA's
Friendly Hotels British League.

NORFOLK

Ray Hogg

All Norfolk players please note that
after much searching we have obtained
sponsors for the Closed Championships
to be held at Lynnsport Kings Lynn on
Saturday/Sunday, February 19/20th
1994. For the benefit of our sponsors
apart from anything else we must have
a good entry so keep that date clear
and you will be bombarded with
publicity and entry forms in the not too
distant future. Once again I say these
championships are not for just the
ranked players they are for all
registered players in Norfolk so come
on have a day out.

Regretfully after 25 plus years we
have no representative senior team in
the County Championships. We used to
have two teams and plenty of players
available but nowadays the interest
does not seem to be there along with
the problem of no-one willing to
organise it. Maybe next season will see
the return as my sympathies go to the
girls from K. Lynn Ruth Acourt and
Mary Christie who will now have no
County play.

We also have no overall coaching
organiser to co-ordinate all the work
being done in the various towns and to
get the County Junior squad together.
In Norwich John Miller and the twins
have really got organised and instilled
discipline into their charges with the
French version of training which seems
to be paying off. With three teams in
the Junior County Championships this
season there is confidence that our
players will be up there with the best
instead of being there to prop up the
others. A rumour of a girl player
defecting to Norfolk remains to be seen.

Our two veterans teams this season
are in the same division and who is
playing in which team should be
interesting particularly as their first
match is against each other. I have not
heard from any new 40 year olds who
wish to be considered - if there are any
contact me before it is too late.

Financially because of the
sponsorship we should be in the black
this season but fund-raising is still
going on in the background and all
players are having to contribute at least
for this season.

SURREY

Terry Vance

Welcome to a new season. [ hope to be
able to provide a more regular articles

by introducing some of our younger
players to the art of reporting.

There is belated congratulations to
Gail McCulloch on her appointment as
Vice-Chairman Coaching to the ETTA.

Unfortunately most of the informa-
tion given here is a shorter version of
articles in the Surrey Newsletter which
is published every two months.
Therefore these snippets are for the
delectation of the Surrey expatriates
who do not receive the Newsletter. If
you do wish to receive a free copy
please contact me and I will put you op
my mailing list.

By the time this is published several
leagues will have had a meeting with
the ETTA officials regarding the way
forward for table tennis. If you have not
organised one for your league please
contact me and I will put you in touch
with the appropriate regional develop-
ment officer.

A team in the Wandsworth league
have been together for three seasons
now and the combined ages of the four
players is 240 years. They have just
won the Division Three title and are
wondering if there is another title-
holding team of four who can beat their
240.

WORCESTER

Steve Horton

Welcome back after the summer break
- they seem to be getting shorter.
Although we are at the start of a new
season it is worth reflecting on one or
two outstanding events that were
concluded after my last report.

" On Sunday 9th May, over 40 juniors
and cadets attended Pensnett School,
Brierley Hill, for the annual cadet and
junior team tournament. Five leagues
wele represented in a day on intensive
competition with many hard fought
games. After one of the closest finals in
recent years, Dudley scraped home to
win the junior team trophy from
Worcester by four games to three. The
cadet trophy when to Kidderminster
after they beat Dudley 4-2.

In the Worcester league mens final
Lewis Siket beat Steve Horton in two
close sets and was presented with the
trophy by Simon Claxton - ex-county
player and champion. Mandy Mytton
captured the ladies title with a straight
sets win over Janet Hunt to gain
revenge for her defeat against Janet in
the Kidderminster final.

Jeremy Dulffield added yet another
win to make it 12 Kidderminster league
mens singles titles and extending the
record that he set. R.0.S. are division
one champions with 20 straight wins
from 20 matches and a margin of 18
points over nearest rivals.

An in-form, determined Matthew
Harvey beat Julian Wootton in the
Dudley league mens final. Matt started
well in the match but lost his way and
at one stage in the deciding set Julian
had established a match-winning lead.
Somehow Matt pulled this one out of
the fire for a deserved win. Moseley
must be congratulated as division 1
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champions with no defeats on the way
to a second title.

The team knockout competition
provided two excellent finals this year.
In the handicap final played at the Oak,
Malvern - Crowle E (200) beat
Crackpots (240) by a mere four points!
Well done to the handicap panel!! In
the open competition, and a repeat final
of the past four years, a tough contest
was expected between Bromiey and
Moseley. Bromley established a 3-0
lead with wins from Mark Hingley,
Jason Thompson and Steve Horton.
Moseley pulled back to 3-2 only for
Bromley to edge a 4-2 lead. Moseley,
inspired by Ken Walton rallied to level
the match at 4-4 providing a decider
between the two No.1's. Steve Horton
clinched the title for Bromley by
beating Julian Wootton 21-18 in the
third.

Dudley retain the county league
title for a fifth consecutive year despite
some strong opposition.

Finally, on a happy note - congratu-
lations to Murray Jukes (ex-county
champion at junior and senior level)
who married Rachel Thomas on
Saturday 12th June at Rossett near
Chester. The two set up home at
Tamworth in Staffs.

SUSSEX

John Woodford

Only a one per cent reduction in the
number of players registered in the
county for last season was the best
news emerging from the annual
meeting of the Sussex T.T.A. on July
25th. This is, I believe, in line with a
number of other counties, suggesting
that the development taking place in
the sport through the country is now
yielding positive results.

All the officers were re-elected
including the president Bert Fretwell
and the chairman Dennis Reed. Despite
health problems now improving, Bill
Bradley is continuing in the secretarial
seat. Areas of congratulation included
successes for all three senior teams in
the county championships and the
return of the senior side to the premier
division and the excellent running of
the All-Sussex senior, junior and inter-
league championships by the Worthing
TTA.

Some 'Golden Oldies' of Sussex
table tennis made appearances at the
AGM - Bill Goldfinch the most active
Vice-President, former player Rose
Bromfield and one of only three Life
Members Keith Watts, now an
extremely youthful 80 years old, still
1egarded as the mastermind on the
Rules of the ETTA.

During the season there were
divisions of opinion on the junior
committee but secretary lan Brown
kept cool and this paid off. When the
opportunity arose at the AGM to
question his report all was quiet in the
hall and gallantly Mr. Brown offered his
services for re-election and there were
no other nominations.

The highest averages in the junior
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county championships were Sarah
Stedman (Arundel) with 100 per cent
and Joanna Bush-Harris (Brighton) with
85 per cent. Still on juniors, at the
moment four boys are expected to
battle for the top places in the new
rankings - Paul Butcher, Kevin Doyle,
James Beale and Robert Abbotts. The
probable five top girls will be Sarah
Stedman, Joanne Bush-Hartis, Sara
Coggan, Clare Brown and Tina Beaney.
Horsham Angels continue to expand in
the Friendly Hotels British League.
Their move to enter a third team has
paid off and led to several new signings
including Diccon Gray, Simon Cox and
15 years old Kevin Doyle. The man they
want is of course, England No.6 Nicky
Mason, who is currently unemployed as
a professional table tennis player,
despite the fact he only lost one game
in the premier division last season.

If Mason led the Angels premier
side with Nigel Tyler, Mike Hammond
and Sussex No.2 Ritchie Venner at
No.4, hopes would rise of a high
finished, not lower than third spot.

NORTHANTS

Dennis Millman

Although mid July seems far removed
from the practicalities of table tennis, it
is presumably as good atime as any to
begin my twenty fiist year of Northants
Notes.

In May, an enthusiastic and well
attended AGM elected John Palmer as
the new President of the Northants
County Association. Palmer, who is still
adding to his many county representa-
tive appearances, still holds the record
for the greatest number of consecutive
victories in Kettering's Premier Division,
and his table tennis expertise, plus his
business acumen, should make him an
ideal figurehead.

All the remaining officials were re-
elected en block, with the addition of
Keith Gamble as the new coaching
administrator, and one of his first tasks
was 1o organise a course for the
training of coaches, a much needed
commaodity in local circles.

For the first time in many years
Northants will not be represented by a
senior side in the County Champion-
ships, but will however continue to
support three veteran teams and also
one at junjor level. However with the
return of a new style 'Macs Supermar-
kets' computer ranking list, and the
introduction of two new competitions,
the season certainly looks like being an
eventful one.

The first of the new events is the
'Rams Sports' Challenge Trophy and
this will be a knock-out competition,
open to all clubs within the county.
Teams will comprise four players, who
will each play two singles, with a final
doubles added to ensure a positive
result. Teams may include only two
players ranked in the top forty.

The second innovation is the
Westfield Invitation Trophy, based on
two divisions and to be played at
Westfield's new Sanders Gate Centre on

Wednesday evenings throughout the
winter.

The premier division will feature
twelve top ranked players from within
the county paired into six teams, and in
addition eight top level players from
outside the county have been invited to
form a further four teams. Division one
will contain ten teams featuring players
ranked within the top fifty in the
county.

The local entry will be headed by
Kieron Dabbs and Graeme McKim who
will be seeking not only to win the best
prizes ever offered in local table tennis,
but also to add further laurels to their
many previous achievements.

Finally congratulations are
extended to County Events Organiser
Denise Barnett for winning Group Five
in the National Wheelchair Table
Tennis Association National Champion-
ships at the Stoke Mandeville Games,
to add to the No.1 position she
achieved at the National Les Autres
event at Birmingham in April.

SOMERSET

Andy Seward

Last April, in the sleepy little Somerset
market town of Shepton Mallet, hardly
the centre of the table tennis world, the
usual enthusiasts gathered to take part
in the Somerset Closed Table Tennis
Championships. Well, almost the usual
gathering. Two long serving Somerset
players were notable by their absence.

Melonie Carey, the winner of the
ladies singles title for the past 10 years
decided not to defend the trophy this
yeal. *The hardest decision of my life",
said Mel who now spends most days
and some evenings working as the
R.D.Q. for the South West, "but I'll be
back next season.”

The other regular attendee missing
from the Championships was Ron
Weatherby. Ron outwardly displayed a
languid style which belied his
unexpected fierce hitting, yet inwardly
displayed great determination, winning
the Somerset Closed in 1991. Somerset
wish Ron and family well in pastures
new in North Wales.

The main beneficiary of Mel's
absence was Tina Salder (Yeovil), who
won the ladies singles for the first time
in an excellent match against Judy
Craig (Taunton).

The mens singles went totally to
form....another triumph of the Somerset
Ranking System....1esulting in all of the
top eight seeds reaching their allotted
quarter final positions. In the top half of
the draw, Phil Payne (1) and Brian
Reeves (3) came through safely to the
semis. In the bottom half, Lee Sadler (2)
overcame his ring rustiness to beat
County Vet Graham Green but fellow
vet John Crabtree (4) was just edged
out by top junior Rob Millard (7).

The ensuing semis were classics.
Brian overcame expedite and his
energy gap to beat Phil and book his
place in the final after three long and
exhausting games, The second semi
also wert to three, the in-form Rob

Millard beating Lee Sadler in a superb
no compromising attacking match.

In the final against Rob, the
defensive qualities of Brian Reeves
ensured that he was in total control.
Rob came back strongly in the second
game but Brian just held on to become
mens singles champion again - his
previous success being ten years ago.

Next month, spotlight on the Yeovil
League and its influence on the
Somerset scene.

YORKSHIRE

Rea Balmford

To wiap up the 1992/3 season, the final
Yorkshire League tables are to hand,
with Bradford taking top honours as
they claimed the championship of the
Premier Division after returning eight
wins from their eight outings, with
Dave Indriks taking the Merit Award.

Sheffield, beaten only be Bradford,
were in runners-up spot, with the
pattern repeated in mens division one
where Bradford III shaded Sheffield II
for the championship, but this time the
individual award went to the steel city
with Chris Cattell the recipient.

Sheffield turned the tables at
veteran level, where they headed
division one, three points clear of
Bradford, with Huddersfield one further
point behind, while in the ladies'
section Leeds pipped Hull.

Joanna Roberts (Leeds) was the
second membel of a league winhing
team to take the Merit Award, but the
pattern was broken in the Vets, with
the honour going to Hull's Mick Farmnill,
despite his team finishing in fourth
place.

Huddersfield were good winners in
the junior premier, and it was pleasing
to see enthusiastic Scarborough

“topping junior division one, while Leeds

(junior and cadet girls), Bradford (cadet
boys), Scarborough (vet division 2),
Leeds (vet divigion 3) and Bradford V
(vet division 4) completed the tally of
winners.

Bradford also made it a clean sweep
of Yorkshire Club Championship
honours with Clayton Heights, already
winners of the junior, adding the
Veteran title with a victory over
Harrogate Wanderers, and S.A. Labels
taking the prestigious mens award after
beating Leeds outfit Yorkshire Bank in a
5-4 thriller.

And, finally, a brief look ahead at
the coming 1993/4 season. The county
championship teams will have to be
streamlined, with just one senior and
one veteran side entered, plus two
junior sides - as one of the old school, |
personally have mixed feelings, but
accept that, now that British League
has arrived and that ranking points take
priority over participation - these two
are not particularly related - the 'good
old days' when Counties battled it out
in front of hundreds (yes - it did
happen) have gone for ever.








